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1)      School Closures/Early Dismissals/Late Starts – A special thanks to our local DPW partners and 
district staff for working diligently to stay ahead of our weather during the last several storms.  A reminder 
that the Superintendent does not make the decision on her own.  It is a broad scale approach involving 
multiple superintendents, district and town representatives.  A note, too, that with the three communities 
often comes three different weather patterns and temperatures.  What happens in one community 
weatherwise affects us all.  A special note of thanks to our parents and students who have to make other 
arrangements during these calls – we always keep that in our minds as well when making the decision – 
however, it is the safety of our students and staff that determine the direction of the specific decision. 
(Standard 3) 

2)      Budget – The budget process continues to consume much of our time.  We continue to have in house 
meetings and connect with our Town representatives.  It is our hope that by the February 27th School 
Committee meeting we will be very close to having this season wrapped up. 
(Standard 2, 3) 

3)      Spelling “Bee” – Both Burbank Middle School and Florence Sawyer Middle School held their annual 
spelling bees last week. Both schools had over twenty-five students qualify for the bee through earlier 
assessments in their classes.  Teachers at both schools served as judges while Principals Laura Friend, Joel 
Bates and Media Specialist Michael Caligiari coordinated the events.  Assistant Superintendent Maguire 
served as the Pronouncer for both events.  All students demonstrated poise and skill in spelling some difficult 
words!  Kudos to all who participated. 
(Standard 1) 

4)      Upcoming Professional Development Update – We are excited for our day long professional 
development series tied to this year's theme of Empowering Students. Lots of preparation has gone into this 
day to include members of our communities, neighboring districts and outside professional presenters.  The 
Teaching and Learning Department has been working with George Couros, author of the Innovator's 
Mindset, who will be here to deliver the keynote address and offer workshops on innovation and empowering 
learners.  We will host a series of ignite speeches from several workshop and showcase presenters before 
moving into a late morning showcase and afternoon workshop sessions that will include training with Virtual 
and Augmented reality goggles, Jamboard, Coding, Media Literacy, PBS Learning Media, Generation Citizen 
and other innovative teaching and learning practices.  We will welcome Education Commissioner Jeff Riley 
on March 8 as he visits and addresses the Nashoba Regional School District. 
#NASHOBAEMPOWERSLEARNING 
(Standard 1, 4) 

5)      “Technology Tasting at FSS” – Congratulations to everyone involved in the FSS Technology 
Tasting.  Our thanks to Gary Kozloski , Gregg Newton, our Teaching and Learning Leadership and the staff 
involved in pulling this together.  It is an outstanding approach to illustrate new and innovative technologies 
available to teachers for their classrooms and beyond. The “Tasting” was a tremendous success. 
(Standard 1, 4)  


